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“Fabulous Fours Inquire into Migration

The Grade Four students
were busy with their first
unit of inquiry on Migration.
It was a unit which involved
students in reflecting on
their own migration experi-
ences, but it also provided
a platform in which to invite
others in to share their own
experiences.

Ms. Yu Lin Phavichitr,
WISS’s Admissions Direc-
tor, eagerly accepted the
invitation to share her inter-
esting life experiences.
She brought in a number of
artefacts to share with stu-
dents, such as memorabilia
from South American cul-

ture as well as special

keepsakes of friends she
made when she moved.

The Purpose of the PYP News

This unit on Migration pro-
vided authentic links to stu-
dents’ own experiences, as
many of them were able to
relate to the fears, excite-
ment and changes which
come with migrating
(voluntary or involuntary) to
a new place.

The Grade Four teachers
provided various ways for
students to synthesize
throughout the unit, allow-
ing students to role play,
visualize, write and discuss
the migration stories they
have heard, read or experi-
enced.

This unit also provided a
context in which to develop
work in the area of Mathe-
matics and Language. In
Mathematics students

explored data handling, identi-
fying appropriate ways to rep-
resent statistical data. In Lan-

guage, students inquired into
the language features of re-

counts. For their final assess-
ment in this unit students inter-

viewed a person about their
migration experiences and
wrote a recount based on the
answers.

Written by Rachel McLeod

The PYP News will be one way in which we will communicate with parents and the
WISS community. The purpose of the PYP News is to:
1. Highlight some of the Units of Inquiry from our whole school Programme of Inquiry.
2. Explain aspects of the Primary Years Programme.
3. Feature teaching and learning at WISS.

4. Respond to common or frequently asked questions about the Primary Years Pro-

gramme.
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Share and celebrate student progress and work.
Provide multiple perspectives of the Primary Years Programme ( students, parents,

teachers and administrators).

Please forward future ideas or articles to the PYP Coordinator!

(rmcleod@wiss.cn)
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Finally there will be some
truth to the matter when a
child comes home and tells
their parents that they
played all day! The first unit
in Kindergarten involved
students in sharing their
favorite games and play-
time experiences. Through
sharing games and play,
students examined how
games are played and what
enables us to play together
successfully.

Throughout this unit stu-

dents identified the rules and
the responsibilities we each
have when playing together.

Such a unit enabled teachers
to highlight and emphasize
various social skills such as
cooperation, flexibility, reflec-
tion and responsibility. Stu-
dents have also been en-
couraged to think about their
behaviour during games,
adopt a variety of group roles
and actively accept responsi-
bility in solving problems dur-

ing play.

KG Explores What it Means to Play Fair

In addition, this unit provided
the opportunity to explore the
use and structure of instruc-
tional texts. It was exciting to
walk into the Kindergarten
classrooms and look at the
various games the students
created as well as the rules
and instructions they made to
go with them.

So in Kindergarten we play to
learn and learn how to play!

Written by Rachel McLeod

From time to time, | have been
asked by parents why students
need to learn Pinyin in Chinese
lessons. Some students ex-
press, “I don’t want to learn Pin-
yin, it's hard,” “It's boring,” “It is
no use to learn Pinyin,” or “I
would be happy if | can speak
and listen to a lot of Chinese. |
will learn Pinyin after | have
mastered enough characters."
It seems that it is necessary to
let everybody know the impor-
tance of learning Pinyin and the
role that Pinyin plays in Chi-
nese.
Pinyin is the name of a roman-
ized form of the Chinese written
language. The Pinyin writing
system was created to aid in
the study of Chinese. It is the
most common form of roman-
ized Chinese used throughout
the world. Pinyin is essentially a
phonetic Roman alphabet, used
in dictionaries and Chinese lan-
guage textbooks. In addition,
the mastery of the Pinyin sys-
tem makes Chinese word-
processing much easier. In
fact, Pinyin is the unavoidable
first step for any serious
learner because learning Pinyin
is the way to systematically
learn all the sounds of Manda-
rin, the "standard" Chinese. At
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WISS, we aim to help stu-
dents advance their Chi-
nese language skills in a

logical way.
Some people may express
concern about students

learning both Pinyin and
the sounds of the English
alphabet at the same time.
Pinyin may cause confu-
sion between the two lan-
guage systems. This is
true especially for students
who are new to both, or
either, the English or Chi-
nese language. At WISS
we take this into consid-
eration within our Chinese
curriculum.

In Kindergarten and Grade
One, the students will fo-
cus on practicing the lan-
guage of topics related to
their daily life. In Grade
Two students will begin to
learn Pinyin, after they
have established founda-
tional understanding of the
English phonemes and
have had some basic
knowledge of Chinese lan-
guage. For students who
have been learning Chi-
nese for a couple of years
or whose first language is
Chinese, they will begin

When Should Students Learn Pinyin?

their Pinyin learning from
Grade One. Students will
learn Pinyin based on the
characters they already know
so they can master this tool in
a short time. Sometimes they
can even distinguish the differ-
ence between Pinyin and Eng-
lish phonemes themselves.
Occasionally you may see a
student spell Pinyin incorrectly
or use English phonemes in-
stead. Don't worry, this is very
normal; even adults some-
times make such mistakes.
After learning Pinyin students
will get to know the Chinese
sound system comprehen-
sively, that means they under-
stand the Chinese pronuncia-
tion system and that they have
established the foundation for
Chinese language. Their
knowledge of Pinyin will en-
able them to check the mean-
ing of a Chinese character ac-
cording to what they have
heard and they will be able to
teach themselves new sen-
tences and expressions. Most
importantly, they are ready to
advance to the next step in
learning the Chinese lan-
guage.

Written by Eva Li

(Middle School Chinese Lan-
guage Coordinator)
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The Benefits of a Two Teacher Classroom

There are many advantages
to having two teachers in the
classroom. Some of these
being:

Lower teacher-student
ratio

More time to focus and
provide attention and
feedback to students

The opportunity to plan
and share learning ob-
jectives with another
teacher

Teachers can draw inspi-
ration from each other

Teachers can provide
invaluable feedback to
one another about teach-
ing strategies, teaching
strengths, and student
engagement

Teachers can take ad-
vantage of their
strengths and utilize
these to maximize stu-
dent learning

What is a Rubric?

Many WISS parents may
have received a ‘rubric’ in
relation to their child’s first
unit of inquiry but what is it

exactly and how does it work

and why do teachers use it?

A rubric is an assessment
tool used and developed by

teachers and sometimes stu-
dents, which outlines the cri-

teria for a piece of work or

task. It outlines various levels

of achievement using de-
monstrative verbs. A rubric
may outline achievement in

terms of content, knowledge,

conceptual understanding,
skills and/or attitudes.

Simply put, a rubric de-
scribes what a poor piece of
work or performance might
include, as well as outlining
the requirements of ‘what

counts’ for an excellent piece

of work or performance.

Rubrics are not only helpful
for teachers but they are of-
ten shared with students as
well as parents.

The benefits of sharing ru-
brics with students are that
they:

Will help define ‘quality’

WIII allow and promote
more responsibility

( Students can be re-
ferred to the rubric to self
assess their own work )

Help clarify areas for im-
provement

Assist students in deter-
mining what they need to
do to be successful

Rubrics also help to promote
a consistent and objective
approach to evaluation, and
through the PYP collabora-
tive approach, teachers de-

Students have the oppor-
tunity to develop a rap-
port with two teachers

Infusing Chinese lan-
guage and culture into
the classroom

WISS obviously values
the co-teacher relation-
ship and evidently knows
the benefits of this ap-
proach for student learn-
ing.

Written by Rachel McLeod

“A rubric may

outline
velop the standards and cri-
teria for a rubric collabora-
tively ahead of time, well in
advance of the task or per-
formance.

achievement in
terms of content,
knowledge,

conceptual
As students become more P

familiar with using and under-
standing rubrics, they too can
be involved in creating the
criteria for success. This not
only helps to create a com-
munity of autonomous learn-
ers but it reinforces what stu-
dents have learnt and pro-
vides an invaluable insight
into what students have
understood—so by involv-
ing students in the process
of writing a rubric, a
teacher is able to forma-
tively assess students as
well!

Written by Rachel McLeod

understanding,
skills and/or

attitudes”.

Rubrics help tg define what is
expected.



How do Students Learn? A PYP Perspective

The PYP is a curriculum model which not only provides a framework
for written curriculum but also outlines principles and beliefs which
identify the ways in which students learn. These beliefs help us to
plan for teaching and learning.

What are these beliefs?
Find out what students already know ( i.e. their prior knowledge)
All students have beliefs about how the world works, therefore
learners continuously link new knowledge with prior knowledge
Allow learners the opportunity to construct their own meaning
Provide time for students to work independently, with partners or in larger groups
Learning takes place best when it is connected to what is genuinely a component of the
world around the student
Construct learning experiences that are engaging, relevant, challenging

and significant, in learning environments that are stimulating and provoca-
tive

Adults are sensitive facilitators of the process of empowering students
to value their learning and to take responsibility for it

Students are seen as competent and are listened to

Students are encouraged to be curious, be inquisitive, ask questions
and explore and interact with the environment physically, socially and in-
tellectually

Explicit learning outcomes and the learning process are made transpar-
ent to the students

Students are supported in their struggle for mastery and control on their journey to become
independent, autonomous learners

The learning experiences are differentiated to accommodate the range of abilities and learn-
ing styles in the group.

It is these underlying beliefs that WISS teachers place at the heart of what they do. As a PYP
school we believe that the above principles will help us to facilitate, support and develop your
child’s knowledge, skills and understanding of the world around them.

Written by Rachel McLeod

Wet, Wet, Wet! Swimming Starts!

Swimming lessons have  to two coaches in the swim- Written by Coach Yuan Bin
STARTED! ming class which will suit dif- ( Translated by Wei Wei
ferent needs of students to Zhang)

make sure every student will

make progress in these two

months.

The swimming pool was
ready for class use after
two months of intense
construction. From Sep-
tember to November, all  Over the past two weeks, we
PE classes for Primary have assessed each student’s
and Middle School stu- swimming ability. We will make
dents will be swimming — solid and effective teaching

. . plans based on different stu-
twice a week, 10 weeks i jois needs. We hope every s
total. We hope students  stydent at WISS will know how
will learn how to swim to swim and enjoy swimming!
and improve their swim-
ming skills. We have up




